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1. Purpose 

The purpose of this data policy document is to provide guidelines and describe the general principles for the 

use, sharing, and exploitation of and the access to ACTRIS data and digital tools.  

 

2. Definitions 

“ACTRIS data” means ACTRIS data from observational National Facilities and exploratory National 

Facilities complying with the procedures established within ACTRIS. 

ACTRIS data levels are: 

• ACTRIS level 0 data: Raw sensor output. Native resolution, metadata necessary for next level. 

• ACTRIS level 1 data: Calibrated and quality assured data with minimum level of quality control. 

• ACTRIS level 2 data: Approved and fully quality controlled ACTRIS data product or geophysical 

variable. 

• ACTRIS level 3 data: Elaborated ACTRIS data products derived by post-processing of ACTRIS Level 

0 -1 -2 data, and data from other sources. The data can be gridded or not. 

“ACTRIS data from observational National Facilities” means the ACTRIS variables resulting from 

measurements that fully comply with the standard operating procedures (SOP), measurement 

recommendations, and quality guidelines established within ACTRIS, produced at/by ACTRIS 

observational platforms. 

“ACTRIS data from exploratory National Facilities” - means datasets that fully comply with recommended 

experimental procedures and quality guidelines established within ACTRIS, produced at/by ACTRIS 

exploratory platforms. 

“ACTRIS synthesis product”: Data products not under direct ACTRIS responsibility from e.g. research 

activities, citizen science, for which ACTRIS offers repository and access. 

“ACTRIS digital tools” means tailored codes and software for processing and visualization of ACTRIS data, 

production of ACTRIS data products, and for data analysis and research.  

“Background” means data, databases, data products, data related tools and software or any other 

intellectual property rights generated before the implementation of the ACTRIS ERIC. 

“FAIR principles” means guiding principles to make data Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Re-usable. 

“Side-ground” means data, databases, data products, data related tools and software or any other 

intellectual property rights which are not generated for ACTRIS by the Central Facilities and National Facilities 

but are created in parallel to it.  

“Machine to machine interface (M2M)” means a network of two or more machines (software) that 

communicates without the need of human interaction, usually using well-defined protocols for information 

exchange. 

“User” means a person, a team, or an institution from any sector, including public and private sector, making 

use of ACTRIS data or other ACTRIS services, including access to ACTRIS facilities. 

For other definitions see ACTRIS glossary (reference in section 9). 
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3. Guiding principles 

ACTRIS shall provide effective access for a wide user community to its resources and services, including high-

quality data and digital tools, to foster innovation and to apply FAIR principles to the data and metadata.  

ACTRIS ERIC supports the European Commission’s approach: “As open as possible, as closed as necessary”. 

It is expected that access to ACTRIS data is free-of-charge and that ACTRIS data should be fully available for 

others to use with as few restrictions as possible.  

However, reasonable restrictions that are still in line with open access principles may be implemented for 

specific data sets, especially when access to them could jeopardize a potential industrial/commercial use, 

violate the rules on personal data protection or on confidentiality for security reasons. Potential restrictions 

will be proposed by the Data Centre Management board and more detailed rules of managing the process 

shall be provided in the ACTRIS ERIC internal rules.  

For technical reasons, access to ACTRIS data through machine to machine (M2M) interfaces may be 

constrained for a certain period of time when specific machines acquire large amounts of data at the expense 

of the general User. In case of any limitations over time, consideration should be given to whether the current 

system is to be upgraded.  

Users of ACTRIS data and digital tools are normally expected to make resulting publications available through 

open access repositories. Open source for software is encouraged and recommended, when possible. Users 

are also expected to cite ACTRIS when using ACTRIS data in publications.  

ACTRIS ERIC shall respect and comply with any European and national legislation as applicable regarding 

the protection of personal data and privacy as well as environmental science data.  

ACTRIS ethics policy approved by the ACTRIS ERIC General Assembly for ACTRIS shall be applied to this data 

policy. 

 

4. Existing European legal frameworks and data policies 

This data policy takes into account the overall European legal framework related to environmental data, 

information and databases, in particular the  

• Aarhus Convention (access to environmental data),  

• Directive 2007/2/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 March 2007 on 

establishing an Infrastructure for Spatial Information in the European Community (INSPIRE) 

(sharing of the spatial information among public sector organisations and access to the spatial 

data),  

• Directive 96/9/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 1996 on the legal 

protection of databases,  

• Directive 2009/24/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009 on the 

legal protection of computer programs,  

• Directive 2003/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 November 2003 on 

the re-use of public sector information and amendments to it,  

• European Charter for Access to Research Infrastructures (principles and guidelines for access 

policies), and  
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• OECD Principles and Guidelines for Access to Research Data from Public Funding. 

This data policy acknowledges the ongoing work of the European Commission to foster the FAIR principles 

for data access, sharing and use. This data policy also acknowledges the relevant international initiatives for 

the observation of the Earth System (e.g. GEOSS) and national policies and legislations with the aim of full 

and open exchange of data and metadata and of providing access to elaborated data products with minimum 

time delay and at possible no costs.  

 

5. Data lifecycle and management 

The ACTRIS Data Centre shall provide ACTRIS data from National Facilities and Topical Centres. ACTRIS data 

from the National Facilities and the Topical Centres shall be submitted to the Data Centre within a specified 

deadline after the measurements are performed. The ACTRIS Data Centre shall make the data available to 

the Users as soon as quality control procedures are done, and potential issues are solved. ACTRIS data shall 

be available through the Data Centre.  

ACTRIS is only given a right to use the data provided by the National Facilities, the National Facilities being 

entitled to license their data to others as well. However, the ACTRIS label on the data is uniquely defined and 

can only be given by the ACTRIS ERIC to data provided through the Data Centre, unless otherwise agreed. 

ACTRIS data is preserved for long-term archiving. As a part of the archival process and in order to ensure 

good data management, ACTRIS is documenting each step of the data lifecycle, including collection, curation, 

data production, preservation, publishing and use of data. Details of the data lifecycle and data management 

are provided in the ACTRIS Data Management Plan. 

 

6. Access and use of ACTRIS data and digital tools 

ACTRIS data and digital tools shall be available according to license conditions for both non-commercial and 

commercial purposes. The aim is to use a small defined suite of licenses with similar kind of principles for 

both ACTRIS data and the digital tools. It is intended to use licenses like Creative Commons license CC BY 

4.0 for data and metadata and open-source licenses for software. Data provided through access to ACTRIS 

facilities shall be handled in accordance with the ACTRIS access and service policy. These data may be 

regarded as ACTRIS data if the requirements for ACTRIS data are fulfilled. Data that has been collected before 

the establishment of the ACTRIS ERIC and not considered as ACTRIS data may also be made available for 

Users. The aim is to apply the same principles of licensing to this data whenever feasible. 

The data policy shall be implemented in compliance with the ACTRIS access and service policy.  

Open, free, and easy access is the guiding principle, but in case of specific agreements or for other justified 

reasons agreed upon with the data originators, restrictions may be allowed so that access to some ACTRIS 

data, digital tools and services may be available only after a certain period of time or require authentication 

and separate permission.  
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ACTRIS ERIC may also apply a registration process if seen feasible. Furthermore, access to specific services 

offered by the Data Centre (e.g. in case of limited capacity) may require a selection process that is then 

implemented  following the principles described in the ACTRIS access and service policy.  

The persons and organisations, that have originally generated ACTRIS data or digital tools or produced 

different levels of ACTRIS data, must be attributed. For this purpose, the ACTRIS ERIC will have the 

responsibility that the most feasible technical solution for attaching identifiers to the ACTRIS data and digital 

tools is implemented. Clear information about the procedure to acknowledge ACTRIS and attribute the 

contributors in the future use of the ACTRIS data and digital tools, will also be established.  

The data originators are responsible for clarifying and identifying who should receive attribution.  

Attribution should be given to ACTRIS in case substantial amount of metadata is harvested by external 

metadata services.  

No warranties are given by the ACTRIS ERIC, the National Facilities, Data Centre or Topical Centres and they 

disclaim any express and implied warranties of non-infringement of third party intellectual property rights, 

patentability, safety, industrial or commercial suitability or fitness for a particular purpose of the data or digital 

tools provided in accordance with this policy. 

 

7. Intellectual property rights 

7.1 Ownership 

Ownership and intellectual property rights to any data or data related tools, databases or software or any 

other products that are generated within ACTRIS shall belong to those who have generated them in 

accordance with the applicable legislation. Those who have jointly generated data or data related tools, 

databases or software or any other products shall have joint ownership and they shall agree separately upon 

the conditions of the joint ownership.  

Those who have generated Background or Side-ground shall own all rights to the Background and Side-

ground. 

 

7.2 Third party rights 

Third party rights are intellectual property rights which the ACTRIS ERIC, the National Facilities and/or the 

Central Facilities have not generated themselves and do not own. If ACTRIS ERIC, the National Facilities, or 

the Central Facilities use such third party rights as part of their own intellectual property, they have to ensure 

that the intellectual property rights of the third parties are respected and that they have the authorisation of 

the right holders to grant access rights in accordance with this policy. 
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7.3 Access rights for the ACTRIS ERIC 

Access rights to Background and Side-ground are agreed upon separately in writing. Access rights to the data 

that has been collected before the establishment of the ACTRIS ERIC (and that is not considered as ACTRIS 

data) should be given on similar conditions as access rights to any other Background. 

The National Facilities and Central Facilities give to the ACTRIS ERIC a worldwide, free of charge, perpetual, 

transferable, non-exclusive right to use for any purpose the ACTRIS data, digital tools and related documents 

generated by them for ACTRIS. This right includes, but is not restricted to, the right to modify, reproduce, 

sublicense, incorporate to other data, other databases or other tools as well as produce new developments. 

The right to modify does not include the right to falsify data but scientific integrity must always be followed 

and respected and the use must be in line with the ACTRIS ethics policy.  

If ACTRIS ERIC generates new developments they belong to the ACTRIS ERIC. 

 

8. Data policy management and review 

The Head Office shall administer the ACTRIS data policy and ensure that it is respected and adopted within 

ACTRIS by monitoring its implementation.  

ACTRIS ERIC shall review and, when needed, update this data policy as a part of the regular reviews of ACTRIS 

and its operations. Amendments to this policy shall be approved by the ACTRIS ERIC General Assembly.  
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